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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Twenty-ninth Report — “A suppression order in regard to two former officers of the 

Corruption and Crime Commission” — Tabling 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9.54 am]: I present for tabling the twenty-ninth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, entitled “A suppression order in regard to two former 
officers of the Corruption and Crime Commission”. 
[See paper 4465.] 
Mr P.B. WATSON: This report by the joint standing committee provides the Western Australian Parliament 
with information concerning the granting of a suppression order in relation to the identities of two former 
officers of the CCC. The order was granted on 20 November 2014 in the Perth Magistrates Court by 
Deputy Chief Magistrate Woods and remains in place. 
The two former officers were charged by WA Police on 14 August 2014 with offences relating to the false 
accounting and reporting of a $1 000 cash advance in May 2011, which, instead of being used for official 
purposes, was given by one of the accused to the other. One of the accused was also charged with giving false 
evidence to the CCC during a private hearing inquiring into the matter. The matters leading to the charges have 
previously been reported to Parliament by the joint standing committee. The committee’s nineteenth report, 
“Parliamentary Inspector’s report on misconduct and related issues in the Corruption and Crime Commission”, 
outlined 23 allegations of misconduct that had been made against commission staff and investigated by WAPOL. 
This report, and the later twenty-fifth report, “Parliamentary Inspector’s Report on Allegations of Misconduct 
Made Against Officers in the Corruption and Crime Commission’s Electronic Collection Unit”, garnered 
widespread public attention. The committee was concerned that members of the Western Australian public who 
had read or heard about these allegations would wish to know of any later charges and prosecution of officers of 
the commission. The public’s trust in the state’s integrity system relies on knowing that commission officers who 
have broken the law are charged, prosecuted and punished, like any other member of the public. 

At their initial hearing, an application was made by lawyers for each of the accused, without notice, for 
a suppression order pursuant to section 171(4)(b) of the Criminal Procedure Act 2004. The accused’s lawyers 
submitted that any identification of the accused as former CCC employees would subject them and their families 
to significant risk to their personal safety from unidentified people who were the subject of CCC investigations 
they had participated in. Information gathered by the commission during an adjournment of the hearing could not 
rule out the possibility that the two accused former officers may at some time have followed members of 
organised crime organisations or bikies, but this was thought unlikely. 
It is the committee’s recommendation that for any future court cases involving serving, or former, officers of the 
CCC, the commission prepare for the prosecution detailed briefing notes on the officers’ tasks and roles within 
the commission so they can properly present the facts to the court should a suppression order be applied for. 
A draft of the committee’s report was provided for comment to the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption 
and Crime Commission, Hon Michael Murray, QC; the Commissioner of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission, Hon John McKechnie, QC; and the Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr Joseph McGrath, SC. The 
parliamentary inspector and the DPP had no comment to make on the draft report. A copy of the 
CCC commissioner’s response is included in appendix 4 of the report and the committee has taken that response 
into account when adopting this final report. 
I thank my fellow committee members for their input into this report: the committee’s chairman, 
Hon Nick Goiran, MLC, member for South Metropolitan Region; the member for Forrestfield, 
Mr Nathan Morton, MLA; and the member for South West Region, Hon Adele Farina, MLC. The committee’s 
secretariat, Dr David Worth and Ms Jovita Hogan, provided committee members with timely support. 

Thirtieth Report — “Annual Report 2015–16” — Tabling 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9.58 am]: I present for tabling the thirtieth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, “Annual Report 2015–16”. 
[See paper 4466.] 
Mr P.B. WATSON: The principal role of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission, as provided for in standing order 289 of the Legislative Assembly, is to monitor and report to 
Parliament on the exercise of the functions of the Corruption and Crime Commission and the 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission. This annual report outlines the work of the 
committee for the period 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016 in the thirty-ninth Parliament.  
The committee has tabled seven reports in Parliament in the past year. Much of the committee’s work during this 
period has dealt with reporting on the outcome of allegations of misconduct made against Corruption and Crime 
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Commission officers. The committee’s first report this year on this subject reported on allegations made against 
three officers of the commission’s electronic collections unit. 
The second report was as a result of a number of serious allegations of misconduct made against officers of the 
commission’s then operational support unit. As disappointing as these matters were, the committee was advised 
by Commissioner McKechnie, QC, that procedures are now in place at the CCC that provide for better 
governance. Mr McKechnie has said, “I am quite as confident as one can be that the problems that occurred will 
not occur again, or will be picked up earlier.” 
Following from this, the committee was pleased to report on two protocols developed by the 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission, Hon Michael Murray, QC; the Corruption 
and Crime Commission Commissioner, Hon John McKechnie, QC; and the Public Sector Commissioner, 
Mr Mal Wauchope. These two protocols assist the effective operation of the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct 
Act 2003 by ensuring that the parliamentary inspector retains the responsibility for overseeing any allegation of 
misconduct made against commission officers, other than the most trivial. It is expected that the parliamentary 
inspector will report on the effectiveness of these protocols in his 2015–16 annual report. 
During this reporting period, the committee suspended its inquiry into whether the Corruption and Crime 
Commission should be able to prosecute its own charges, which it had commenced in June 2014 and on which it 
had intended to report in December 2015. The subject matter of this inquiry has been a matter of interest to the 
committee for some time. Some preliminary inquiries were made by the committee in the thirty-eighth 
Parliament. The inquiry was suspended as a result of an appeal to the Supreme Court that was examining the 
power of the CCC to commence and continue prosecutions. The committee was concerned that by continuing 
with its inquiry, it would inevitably overlap with matters being considered by the Court of Appeal. The 
committee, when ceasing its inquiry, reported to Parliament that it would re-examine the issue and consider 
whether to reinstate its inquiry with the existing, or modified, terms of reference once the Court of Appeal had 
handed down its judgement. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have appeared before the committee over the past 
year as witnesses. In particular, I would like to thank the CCC commissioner, Hon John McKechnie, QC, who 
has undertaken a substantial reshaping of the commission since being appointed on 1 April 2015. I would also 
like to personally thank the Commissioner of Police, Dr Karl O’Callaghan, APM; and the parliamentary 
inspector, Hon Michael Murray, QC, and their staff, for assisting the committee to effectively carry out its 
oversight role. 

I would like to record my thanks to my fellow committee members, whose support and professionalism I have 
very much appreciated over the past year: the committee chairman, Hon Nick Goiran, MLC, member for 
South Metropolitan Region; Mr Nathan Morton, MLA, member for Forrestfield; and Hon Adele Farina, MLC, 
member for South West. I am also grateful for the support of the committee’s principal research officer, 
Dr David Worth, and research officer, Ms Jovita Hogan, who ably supported the committee members in their 
work and who continue to provide professional and timely support to the committee. 
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